RU Principle 2: All Sin Has its Origin in the Heart
Taming the Mind

1. The mind is not the brain. When we leave the body, we will still have intellect, will, emotion.

2. The mind resides in the heart, not the head

3. Text: Rom 16:19  For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.
a. God commends their evangelism (v. 19a), but warns them

i. about bad company, v. 17

ii. deceitful men, v. 18b

iii. self-serving men, v. 18a

4. A God-controlled mind is the goal, and a God-controlled must be reined in

a. God “… would have you:”

i. Wise unto that which is good

1. Wise: discreet, discerning, filtering, cautious, fruit inspecting. With acumen and skill to see consequences; to see things from God’s point of view

2. To be God-wise with a reined in mind is to seek only GOOD (v. 19)

3. The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance, Rom. 2:4

4. Reined in mind regarding evil

ii. Simple concerning evil

1. Simple: compound word:

a. The base : “poured out”

b. A: negative prefix

c. Not poured out unto evil (cf. John 7:39 … rivers of living water)

d. Reined in mind regarding evil

iii. In both cases, a reined-in mind, for all sin has its origin in the heart (mind)

5. The means:

a. Talk is cheap … where is the beef?

b. The means of this renewed mind, this conformed mind is to have Christ’s mind

i. “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”
ii. The best thing is to lose your mind!

iii. Insanity MUST BE to have His, and use yours!!

iv. “Let this mind be in you”

1. It’s there (if you are saved)

2. But you must let it “be in you” or you will be out of mind!

3. The normal mind for a saint is Christ’s mind, and to be out of your mind is to be in your natural one, the sub-normal one

c. How? By taking use of the great mystery, now revealed: Rom. 16:24-27
